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Winter 2019

Spring Term begins 
April 8, 2019

Newsletter edited by:
 Cynthia Dixon, B.A., M.A.

Graduate Spotl ight:  M ahin Gerayelou

 Why did you choose to come to STC 
Tampa? Because I could start much 
sooner - I began looking at sonography 
schools in August, and STC Tampa 
allowed me to start in January instead of 
waiting another year.  Another reason is 
that I didn?t need to 
complete a year of 
prerequisites - I 
already have a 
bachelor?s degree, 
but didn?t have the 
science prerequisites 
required by other 
sonography schools.  
STC Tampa 
incorporated all the 
prerequisites right 
into the DMS 
program.  
What did you enjoy 
the most  about  STC 
Tampa? The 
relationships that I 
made with the faculty and staff .  We stil l 
keep in touch with social media. Also, I 
enjoyed being on the Director?s List 

almost every term. 
As a Canadian, how did you l ike our 
Florida weather? It was a litt le warm for 
me. And Christmas doesn?t feel l ike 
Christmas here.  There?s no snow on the 
ground.

I heard you took and 
passed two nat ional  
board exams in two 
weeks. Tel l  me about  
this.  Yes.  First, I took 
two mock exams here 
at STC for abdominal, 
and I knew when I 
passed both of them 
with f lying colors, I 
was ready to take the 
board exam.  Two 
weeks later I took two 
mock exams for 
OB/GYN and passed 
them, too, so I took 
the board exam and 
passed it, also. So, I 

now have two specialt ies in Sonography 
before graduating. [Editor: Mahin is the 
first person to accomplish this in such a 
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short time] 
Did you experience any dif f icul t ies 
you?d l ike to share? I had to drive two 
hours to my externship site, work eight 
hours, then drive two hours home, and 
study for a few hours once I got home 
because I was also taking two classes 
while preparing for the board exam.  And 
sometimes I had to do this while 
experiencing 
gallbladder attacks, 
which escalated this 
last term. These 
attacks caused me to 
lose sleep, not be able 
to study, or function 
well. 
Do you have any job 
of fers? Yes, I have a 
job offer here, and a 
couple of job offers in 
Canada, but f irst I am 
going to take care of 
my health, relax a bit, 
and go on an 
extended vacation. 
You certainly deserve 
a nice vacat ion af ter 
al l  the studying and 
hard work you?ve put  in here.  Where 
are you going?  I'm going to visit family 
in Iran. 
Are you coming back for graduat ion in 
May 2019? Yes, I am. 
What wil l  you be doing unt i l  you come 
back? I plan to take up one of those job 
offers and work on additional specialt ies. 
 How many more special i t ies do you 
want  to get? All of them. Even though 
having all the specialit ies won?t increase 

my salary, I want to be a well-rounded 
employee, able to work in any area. I will 
be doing this because I want to learn for 
myself . 
What did you do outside of  studying?  I 
was part of the Student Union, helped 
out in the LRC and bookroom, and 
tutored many students in dif ferent 
subjects.  [Editor: I sure appreciated all 

your help in 
the LRC and 
bookroom!]
Ok, but  what  
did you do 
for fun? My 
idea of fun 
was to get 
some sleep, 
because I 
had many 
sleepless 
nights due to 
staying up all 
night 
studying for 
exams. 
Do you have 
any advice 
for STC 

students? My advice would be to stay 
super-focused, don?t settle for a passing 
grade, be the best you can be, and don?t 
compete with anyone else, compete with 
yourself . I came from a dif ferent country, 
and lived all alone, faced many dif ferent 
problems, so I want others to know that 
if  I can do it with the situations I had, 
there is no reason they can?t do the 
same.  Don?t let your problems beat you 
down.  

Graduate Spotl ight:  M ahin Gerayelou
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K indle Winners!

Carlie Liedner

Tabitha Urbina



Southern Technical  Col lege                  3910 Riga Boulevard                 Tampa, FL  33619                    813-630-4401

Page 5



Southern Technical  Col lege                  3910 Riga Boulevard                 Tampa, FL  33619                    813-630-4401

Page 6

M A  Instructor Spotl ight:  M rs. HudsonStudent A ppreciation Week
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Student A ppreciation Week
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Col lege Success Guest Speak er

 

On Wednesday, February 27th, 
Lieutenant Colonel Claudette Graves, U.S. 

Army (Retired) gave a very dramatic, 
dynamic, and informative presentation to 
the College Success Class. 

The tit le of Graves' presentation - 
"How to Prepare for Spontaneous Public 
Speaking" - presented to the class 
thoughtful steps to address Public Speaking 
anxiety and information to connect relevant 
class-related principles.  
  Thanks and gratitude are in order for 
our Guest Presenter for taking time out of 
her busy schedule to, again, present relevant 
college, personal, and professional 
success-related principles to our students.   

   
      

M LT Students Learn Blood Bank ing 
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Facul ty & Staf f  Share the Love With Cook ies!
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M LK  Day Celebration

Students 
write down 

their 
dreams to 
celebrate 

Martin 
Luther 
King, Jr. 

Day.
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Meet Frisco, the 
service dog! He 
was part of a 
presentation 
about epilepsy 
in Mrs. KK's 
Anatomy & 
Physiology class.  

  

Frisco, the Serv ice Dog!
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 On Wednesday, March 20th, Pura Ramos, pictured next to her college 
graduation picture in our lobby, was the Guest Speaker at Mr. Miles' College Success 
Class.  

 Ms. Ramos, who currently works for the Hillsborough County Sherif f 's Off ice, 
shared with the class her keys to personal and professional success. Ramos 
encouraged the students to take seriously their own responsibil ity for their strives 
toward excellence and success in all areas of their l ives. 

  

Pura Ramos, STC Graduate Speak s by A donis M i les
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St. Paddy's Day Festiv i t ies
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As part of their College Success Class Final Project, one student team 
developed a Family Feud Game Show. 
 With student Zjabria Mcghee developing the game graphics and most of the 
contest questions and student Jerome Kellum creatively playing the role of Steve 
Harvey, contestants were quizzed on their knowledge of course - related material 
and concepts. 
 Other team projects included a student produced YouTube video, student 
paintings that captured key course - related concepts, a course - related Jeopardy 
Game and an interesting Kahoot Game Contest. 

  

Final  Proj ect Game by A donis M i les


