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Tel l  us about  your 
educat ional  background, the 
courses you're current ly 
taking, and why.  I received 
my B.A. Degree from 
Fayetteville (NC) State 
University in Applied 
Sociology; my Master of 
Science and Social 
Administration in Social Work 
from Case Western Reserve 
University (Cleveland, Ohio); 
and I am currently working on 
a Master of Ministry Degree at 
Warner University (Lake 
Wales, FL). Additionally, I have 
several Training Certif ications 
in Non - Violent Crisis 
Intervention, Parent, Youth 
and Teacher Effectiveness 
Training, and received a 

Realtor License while in Ohio.     
I was lead to enrollment in the 
Master of Ministry Program and 
through it, seek to gain 
additional insight and 
understanding of biblical and 
theological truths and concepts, 
and further my understanding 
of and effectiveness in my 
role(s) in the lives of others and 
my church and church ministry. 

What do you do in your 
f ree t ime?  The amount of "free 
time" that I enjoy is much less 
than I thought it would be since 
my retirement from the Florida 
Department of Juvenile Justice.  
Between preparing for and 
teaching classes at STC, my own 
studies and requirements 
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Facul ty Spotl ight (continued)

associated with my 
enrollment in the Warner 
University Master of Ministry 
Program, and my active 
involvement with my church 
and ministerial endeavors, I 
have much less time for 
myself  and family than I 
anticipated at retirement. 
  As time permits, I enjoy 
time around the water, 
working out, t ime with family, 
and traveling.                     

Where is your favorite 
place in the world, and why?  
One of my favorite places in 
the world is Key West, FL.  I 
have found the town and area 
very historical, unique, scenic, 
serene, romantic, and full of 
people- friendly attractions. 
  Costa Maya, the Grand 
Bahamas, and Las Vegas also 
rank high on my list of 
favorite places.                                       

What do you l ike most  
about  working for Southern 
Technical  Col lege?  I enjoy 
the opportunity to be 
instrumental in the lives, l ife 
goals, and professional 
development of the students. 
  I view all of l ife as 
"Providential Intersecting of 
l ives," and as such look 
forward to every opportunity 
to make a positive impact.   I 

appreciate the ongoing 
efforts of the school's 
Administrators, Instructors, 
and Staff  in helping students 
achieve their educational 
goals. I am challenged to 
come up with dif ferent ways 
to engage the students and to 
make the learning process 
interactive, informative AND 
FUN.                                           

A couple of  years ago, 
you experienced a dif f icul t  
t ime in your l i fe, and 
overcame it . Please tel l  us 
what  happened, and how you 
handled it . As many at the 
school are aware, it has been 
a very long journey back to 
physical health, following an 
extensive medical crises that 
began near the end of 2014.  

During the countless 
days spent lying in beds at 
the hospital and the 
rehabilitation center, or 
recovering at home, at no 
point did I lose faith that I 

would fully recover or return 
to active involvement with 
my family, church, students, 
et. al.   By the Grace of God, 
the well wishes, prayers, and 
encouragement of my 
immediate and church 
family, Southern Technical 
College staff  and students, 
and the dynamic work of the 

medical and rehabilitation 
teams, a full recovery has 
been achieved.   My favorite 
and most inspirational 
reading during rehab was 
"The 23rd Psalm," by Mitchell 
H. Warren.         

You just  inherited a 
mil l ion dol lars. What wil l  you 
do with it?  If  I inherited a 
mill ion dollars, I probably 
would spend most of the year 
traveling the world, buy a 
condo in Celebration, FL, and 
maybe a couple other places 
with ocean views, t ithe to the 
church, provide additional 
support to my favorite 
charitable organizations, 
establish some educational 
scholarships for college 
students, and bless family 
members.        Hopefully, I 
would stil l be allowed to 
teach a class or two at 
Southern Technical College... 
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Hillsborough County Sherif f?s Off ice 
(HCSO) Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) unit 
made a special visit to the Tampa Campus on 
May, 18th.  Deputy Montoute II and Deputy 
Jihad, who arrived in SWAT?s armored vehicle 
known as a ?Bearcat?, discussed the recruitment 

process for becoming an HSCO deputy and 
described the rigors of the training process.   
They explained the unique functions of the elite 
members of SWAT and showed students the 
various weapons included in their arsenal.   

S.W.A .T. Team v isi t  by A l thea Blak e
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Are you nervous about an interview because you've got nothing appropriate to wear? Is there 
a professional event you need to attend, but don't have a nice outf it? We hear you, and we'd like to 
help. Soon, Southern Technical College's Tampa campus will open a Student Success Closet (SSC). 
The Closet will contain gently used/new professional clothing and accessories to help you look 
your best. But f irst, we need to f il l it. If  you have any professional clothing/accessories in excellent 
condition that you no longer wear, please donate them to the SSC by contacting Amanda Ross, the 
Director of Education at:

aross@southerntech.edu

Keep yo ur  eyes  o pen f o r  
f l yer s  a nno unc ing  t h e 
o pening  o f  t h e St udent  

Suc c es s  Cl o s et !
                 --Cynthia Dixon
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2016 Spring Career Fai r by Cynthia Dix on

April 13, 2016, forty-one students from 
the Tampa campus attended the Career Fair 
at TPepin?s Hospitality Center in partnership 
with CareerSource Tampa Bay. Thirteen 
students were interviewed on-the-spot, and 
two received job offers. 

If  you're looking for a job, be sure to 

see Michele Nagy in Career Services for 
interview tips and  a resume review. If  you 
need an interview outf it, you can also get a  
voucher for Dress for Success. Email her at 
mnagy@southerntech.edu or stop by the 
front desk to make an appointment.  
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Student Teaching by Dr. M ara

Two  students from the Elementary 

Bachelors Program did their Senior Student 

Teaching this past Winter term.  Mersadi 

Anderson taught in a second grade classroom at 

Hunter?s Green Elementary School in Wesley 

Chapel, and Whitney Braun taught in a f if th 

grade classroom at Riverview Elementary 

School in Riverview. Both students did very 

well,  recently graduated, and are now 

wonderful substitute teachers.  

Congratulations, Mersadi, 

and Whitney!        

Students in my 

Foundations of Education 

Class visited the Citi 

Family Center, a Bright 

Horizon?s Preschool 

Facility on Queen of 

Palms. The students 

visited 3 VPK classrooms. 

It was an exciting 

morning, especially since 

one of our recent 

graduates is a teacher in 

one of the classrooms. 

The students were quite 

impressed with the 

facility and staff . 

Good news for students 

preparing for their 

Associates Degree in Early 

Childhood Education - the 

requirements for the ?40 

Hours? modules has been 

inserted in the course 

curriculum.                                   Completion of 

the ?40 Hours? modules has become a 

requirement for employment in all Preschools. 

In the past, students have had to do the 40 

hours modules after receiving their degree. 

With this new init iative, the students will be 

working on their modules while completing 

their coursework. 

 

Pictured: Mersadi Anderson (not pictured: Whitney Braun).
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Project: Operation by Dav id M cCreight

During surgical procedures III lab Practicum, 
students were challenged with an emergency 
laparotomy case in which excess abdominal bleeding 
was found.  Trauma to major internal arteries was 
surgically repaired due to the excellent effort and 

skills of the student surgical team. Yes, they saved 
another life. 

For surgical technologists, it?s just another day 
in the operating room. 
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K -9 Visi t by A l thea Blak e

On April 20th, Off icer Scilabro and 
Off icer Desmarais of Temple Terrace Police 
Department?s K-9 Unit visited the Tampa 
campus with their respective K-9 partners, 
Amaris and Scout, by their sides.  The off icers 
educated students on the selection, training, 
maintenance, and duties of the K-9s.   They also 
provided information regarding Temple 

Terrace PD?s law enforcement hiring process 
and their personal journeys to the K-9 Unit. 
Following their presentation, criminal justice 
students Manuel Martinez and Antonio Fipps 
bravely participated in a demonstration of the 
K-9?s training.   The two students, protected by 
heavily padded sleeves, were on the receiving 
end of the K-9s precision takedown tactics.
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A ddi t ional  Cloth ing Resources by M ichele Nagy

 Hello STC Students!  Do you have suits, 
purses, shoes, accessories, t ies for that 
interview all ready to go?   No?   Let me tell you 
about two local organizations that will help you 
get the look you need to land that dream job! 

For Male Students: 

For a clothing referral,  visit the Abe 
Brown Ministries (ABM) off ice at 2921 N. 29th 
Street in Tampa (after 10:30 a.m.) and present a 
valid form of identif ication to receive a voucher. 
With the voucher, the client can then go to the 
thrif t store for clothing. Transportation is not 
provided by ABM to the thrif t store. Vouchers 
are only valid the same day, and the section 
from which the clothing can be picked is chosen 
by the staff  of the thrif t store. However, the 
client can choose the clothing from the 
specif ied section.  The phone contact is Tracy at 

813-247-3285 ext. 211.   They have a 
partnership with a huge thrif t store that 
specializes in men?s suits, shoes, t ies - you name 
it!!!      

Website:  
http:/ /www.abebrown.org/clothing-and-furniture 

For Female students: 

Website: https:/ / tampabay.dressforsuccess.org/  

Visit me (Michele Nagy) in Career Services 
to f il l out a referral form that will only take 10 
minutes. Once it is faxed, DFS will contact you 
within 3 days. You will get an appointment with 
a personal shopper who will help you put 
together 12 outf its that will not only be 
valuable for an interview, but also once you 
start that new position! 

http://www.abebrown.org/clothing-and-furniture
https://tampabay.dressforsuccess.org/
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Graduation Fun!



Southern Technical  Col lege                  3910 Riga Boulevard                 Tampa, FL  33619                    813-630-4401

Page 11

Graduation Fun!



Southern Technical  Col lege                  3910 Riga Boulevard                 Tampa, FL  33619                    813-630-4401

Page 12

Post-M emorial  Day Tribute


