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How to Write an Abstract 

The abstract is the reader’s first encounter with your paper. The abstract should 

provide a brief summary of the paper, and should be a stand-alone document 

that can be understood without reading the paper. THIS IS NOT AN 

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH. 

Abstract Worksheet: 

Use one or two concise sentences to summarize the most important aspects of 

your paper for each section listed below. 

1. Introduction (What is this paper about? Why is this topic interesting or 

important?) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Premise (What did you think you would find? Why? - This can be done for 

both a scientific paper and for a more narrative research paper. In general, 

what did you expect to discover from conducting your research? In the end, 

did your research change your viewpoint, add to the knowledge you 

already had about your topic, or lead to any new information?) 

 

 

 

 

This paper will discuss… 

Open with a “hook” sentence. Then, “The topic of blank is a fascinating look at …. 

After researching the topic, this author discovered new information concerning… 

The research provided in this paper is expected to show… 

Through researching the topic, this author can safely say this is… 
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3.  

 

 

 

3. Research (Briefly explain your research. What type of research are you 

citing from?-journals, books, magazines, your textbook, a newspaper, etc. 

Are the research first-hand accounts, simply from reference resources only, 

your own experience, or a mixture of all three? There can be more, this is 

just an example. ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Results (What did you discover from your research? This should be what 

you’re writing about. In the end, what is your paper going to yield 

concerning your topic.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through research from scholarly journal articles and nationally recognized newspapers, this paper will show… 

After compiling research from first-hand witnesses to the event… 

Combined with this author’s own personal experience and supplemental reference resources, this paper will 

discuss… 

Overall, this paper will determine if… 

In the end, the topic of this paper will enlighten the readers to… 

Finally, the goal of this research is to show…. 

 


